to cultivation, and several Chinamen possess gardens
well stocked with English vegetables; the potatoes
more particularly, being nearly equal to those of the
Neilgherry hills; the beef and mutton are also of
superior quality, the latter fine-grained, and of the
most excellent flavour.
The climate of Mahabuleshwar is frequently
sufficiently cold to render fires necessary, and is
found highly renovating to constitutions exhausted
by a long residence in the sultry plains. Fogs, in
the autumn months, are prevalent, but are not found
to produce either unpleasant or dangerous effects.
The walks and drives about the hills, are numer-
ous and beautiful; long avenues, shaded by magni-
ficent forest trees, afford noon-tide shelter, and
permit the visitor the unusual and safe indulgence,
of a mid-day stroll beneath their shade; while here
and there an opening in the rich foliage, affords a
glimpse of the superb mountain-scenery around,,
arresting the step in admiration of its sublime and
varied wonders. Bold peaks, towering and cloud-
capt Ghauts, sparkling cascades, hill-forts, deep
straths, and wooded glens, blend their magnificent
effects in a succession of rich and glowing pictures,,
more wondrous and more grand, than even Italy
with her bold Alps and smiling Pyrenees can charm
the traveller's eye withal. No snowy peaks, 'tis
true, blushing in the rays of the sun-lit sky, form
backgrounds to the scene ; but veils of fleecy vapour,
with mazy indistinctness, shroud the towering scarps
of the eternal hills, while the clear atmosphere
around, permits the eye to revel in the full majesty